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GUWAHATI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Friday said that sounds 
of bombs and gunfire 
are a thing of the past 
in the Northeast, and 
asserted that the BJP 
ensured long-lasting 
peace in the region, 
while the Congress, dur-
ing its tenure, signed 
various accords for 
“selfish political inter-
ests”.

Addressing a pub-
lic meeting in Assam’s 
Kokrajhar district virtu-
ally from Guwahati after 
rain disrupted his travel 
schedule, Modi said the 
state was writing a new 
chapter of peace and 
development under the 
“double-engine” gov-
ernment.

Modi alleged that the 
Congress endangered 
national security by 

handing over the land 
of indigenous people to 
infiltrators.

“Punish the Congress 
in the upcoming elec-
tions and send a clear 
message that there is no 
place for infiltrators in 
this country,” he asked 
the people.

The Congress handed 
over Adivasi land to the 
infiltrators, and in dis-
tricts like Dhubri and 
Goalpara, the situation 

was grim, affecting 
Kokrajhar’s demogra-
phy, he said.

‘’I am happy that 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma is leading 
a big drive to clear land 
from encroachment, 
and the BJP government 
has handed rights to the 
indigenous people. I am 
also grateful to people 
from the tribal com-
munities for extending 
their cooperation in this 

regard,’’ the PM said.
Modi alleged that 

Kokrajhar has witnessed 
the betrayal of the Con-
gress for decades, as 
the opposition Congress 
had made false prom-
ises. ‘’The Congress 
signed peace accords 
just for show and for 
selfish interests, but the 
BJP worked for perma-
nent peace, and ensured 
the development of 
Bodoland,’’ Modi said.

BJP ensured lasting 
peace, says PM Modi
Modi alleged that the Congress was always in league with the infiltrators 
and never legally granted land rights to the state’s indigenous population.

Cash-for-query: SC stays Delhi HC order 
on Lokpal sanction for CBI to try Moitra

Delhi HC rejects man’s anticipatory 
bail in ‘digital arrest’ case
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The Lokpal had 
challenged the high 
court’s judgement 
that had held that 
separate sanctions 
for the filing of a 
charge sheet and 
initiating prosecu-
tion are not contem-
plated by the Lokpal 
and Lok Ayuktas Act, 
2013.

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Friday stayed a 
part of the December 19, 
2025 order of the Delhi 
High Court permitting 
the Lokpal to consider 
granting sanction to the 
CBI to file a charge sheet 
against Trinamool Con-
gress MP Mahua Moitra in 
the alleged cash-for-query 
scam.

A bench comprising 
Chief Justice Surya Kant 
and Justice Joymalya 
Bagchi issued notices to 
Moitra, the CBI and BJP 
MP and complainant 
Nishikant Dubey on the 
Lokpal’s plea against the 
high court’s decision.

On December 19 last 
year, the high court had 
set aside an order of the 
Lokpal granting sanction 
to the CBI to file a charge 
sheet against Moitra in 
the alleged cash-for-query 
scam.

“The learned Lokpal 
is requested to accord its 
consideration for grant of 
sanction under Section 20 
of the Lokpal Act, strictly 
in accordance with provi-
sions thereof as construed 
hereinabove, within a 
period of one month from 
today,” the high court, 
however, had said in para 
89 of that judgement.

The CJI-led bench 
stayed the para 89 of the 
high court judgement 
while issuing notices on 
a batch of pleas related 
to power and procedures 
enumerated under sec-
tion 20 of the Lokpal Act.

The high court passed 
the verdict on a plea by 
Moitra challenging the 
November 12, 2025 
order of the Lokpal 
granting sanction to the 
CBI to file the charge 
sheet against her in con-
nection with the alleged 
cash for query scam.

Holding that Section 
20 of the Lokpal Act did 
not contemplate the sep-
arate grant of a sanction 
for filing of a charge 
sheet, and the sanc-
tion is granted only in a 
composite manner for 
prosecution, the high 
court had quashed the 
sanction granted by the 
Lokpal to the CBI to file 
a charge sheet against 
Moitra in the case.

The ombudsman 
moved the apex court 
challenging the interpre-
tation given by the high 
court. Senior advocate 
Ranjit Kumar, appearing 
for the Lokpal, submit-
ted that the ombuds-
man was aggrieved with 
the interpretation given 
to the Lokpal Act by the 
high court, and was not 
concerned with any par-
ticular individual.

Solicitor General 
Mehta, appearing for 

the CBI, said the probe 
agency supported the 
interpretation given by 
the high court.
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The seer is sched-
uled to address a 
gathering in Luc-
know later on Wed.

NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court has rejected 
an anticipatory bail plea 
of a man in a case of ‘dig-
ital arrest’, noting that 
instances of extorting 
money from unsuspect-
ing victims using tech-
nology are increasingly 
being reported across 
the country.

Justice Swarana Kanta 
Sharma said the accused 
was allegedly involved 
in a serious instance of 
cyber fraud and his cus-
todial interrogation was 
required to unearth the 
entire modus operandi 
and the larger conspir-
acy.

The judge observed 
that the Supreme Court 
has taken suo motu cog-
nizance of the issue of 
“digital arrests” carried 
out based on forged judi-
cial documents and the 
victim in the present FIR 
was permitted to assist 
the top court as an inter-
venor in that matter.

“Thus, considering 
the overall facts and cir-
cumstances of the pres-
ent case, this Court is of 
the opinion that the alle-
gations against the appli-
cant relate to a serious 
instance of cyber fraud 
involving the modus 
operandi of so-called 
‘digital arrest’.

“Such offences are 
carried out through 
technological means 
to deceive and extort 
money from unsus-
pecting victims and, as 
noticed by the Hon’ble 

Supreme, such cases 
are increasingly being 
reported across the 
country,” said the court 
in the order passed on 
March 11. “This court is 
of the view that grant of 
anticipatory bail at this 
stage is likely to impede 
the investigation, par-
ticularly when custo-
dial interrogation of the 
applicant is required 
to unearth the entire 
modus operandi and the 
larger conspiracy,” the 
court concluded. A CBI 
officer was stated to be 
present on the call and 
she was put under “dig-
ital arrest” on account 
of her involvement in a 
money laundering case 
and a purported order of 
the Supreme Court was 
also shared.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the foundation stone laying and unveiling ceremony of various 

development works in Kokrajhar, Assam.  |  Photo: PTI

‘All branches 
of governance 
should be 
open to 
scrutiny’
NEW DELHI: Shiv Sena-
UBT Rajya Sabha MP 
Priyanka Chaturvedi on 
Friday demanded that 
all three branches of 
governance - legislature, 
executive and judiciary - 
should be equal before 
law, and accountable 
and open to scrutiny.

During Zero Hour, 
Chaturvedi highlighted 
the issue of an NCERT 
textbook carrying a 
chapter on “corruption 
in judiciary” on which 
the Chief Justice of India 
(CJI) gave directions and 
NCERT issued an apol-
ogy on the matter.

“On March 11, with 
all due respect to the 
Supreme Court of India 
and our judicial pro-
cess and our judiciary, 
the CJI-led bench again 
said that the academ-
ics who have written 
this chapter, should not 
have any role in academ-
ics-related matters, pub-
lic-funded institutions, 
and government institu-
tions... which I think is 
judicial overreach and 
judicial dictatorship,” 
she said.

She alleged that fur-
ther court directions 
in the matter of taking 
action against those crit-
icising the judiciary on 
social media amounted 
to “judicial overreach”.


